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CHRISTINE M. CROWE
202.383.3334
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February 23, 2017

By Electronic Filing

Ms. Marlene H. Dortch, Secretary
Federal Communications Commission
445 12" Street, SW

Washington, DC 20554

Re: Ex Parte Communication, GN Docket No. 12-268 (Expanding the
Economic and Innovation Opportunities of Spectrum Through Incentive
Auctions), MB Docket No. 16-306 (Post Incentive Auction Broadcast
Transition Plan)

Dear Ms. Dortch,

This letter is submitted, pursuant to Section 1.1206(b)(1) of the FCC’s rules, to notify
you of a meeting held February 21, 2017, among representatives of American Tower
Corporation (“ATC”) and the FCC staff. The meeting was intended to update the staff regarding
the steps ATC has undertaken to prepare for the repack of TV licensees following the Incentive
Auction. Representing ATC were Peter Starke (Vice President — Broadcast) and James Stenberg
(Principal RF Engineer); Joseph Davis, PE, of Chesapeake RF Consultants; and ATC’s
undersigned counsel. Attending the meeting in person from the FCC staff were Julius Knapp, Ira
Keltz, Mark Columbo, Martin Doczkat, Geraldine Matisse, Matthew Hussey, and Walter
Johnson. ATC discussed the issues identified in the attached presentation. Please contact the
undersigned if you have any questions.

Sincerely,
/s/Christine M. Crowe

Christine M. Crowe
Jonathan V. Cohen

cc: Julius Knapp Geraldine Matisse
Ira Keltz Matthew Hussey
Mark Columbo Walter Johnson

Martin Doczkat
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ATC Desire

> Get clarity on: DA-17-106 Section Ill A 5 para 24-26

5. Requests for Waiver of Construction Permit FilingDeadline

> Requests for Waiver of T —

facilities that meet the technical parameters specxﬁed in the Closing and Reassignment Public Notice within
the permissible contour coverage variance discussed in Section IIT A 1, as well as stations unable to meet
- - agw the 90-day filing deadline. may seek a waiver of the deadline * For stations unable to construct. requests for
Constru ctlon Perm |t Fll in waiver of the 90.day filing, deadline st be filed oo ler fhan 30 days pricr to the deadline ™ Stations
umslsubnnttheuwuve(remxsismthefotmofamqustﬁoralegalSTAvuI.MS in accordance with the
instr C ined in Appendix A Stations should also send an el ic copy of the request via email

to: IATransitionlicensing/@ fcc gov The staff will notify each requesting station of the grant or denial of a
waiver A station whose request is denied must submit its application no later than the 90-day deadline

-
Deadllnes Failure to do so may result in the imposition of a forfeiture or other sanctions *
2 ) )

We will look most favorably on requests demonstrating that. due to extraordi
technical or legal issues beyond the station’s control, it is impossible to construct the facility specified in
the Closing and Reassignment Public Notice ** This could occur, for example, if a station is unable to
construct a compliant facility on its current tower and a replacement tower cannot be constructed from
which the station would be able to meet the specified technical parameters “ A station granted a waiver

Inabil ity to construct e e e

% Stations that anticipate being unable to timely file their initial applications for construction permits for other

- - reasonsmayseekawa:veratanypomtpnortothe90—dxydeadlme Waivers must be filed as a request for legal
STAviaLMSp to the & d in Appendix A and include a showing pursuant to the “good

C rI te rI a cause shown” standard in Section 1.3 of the Commission’s Rules. See 47 CFR§13. TheComnnssmnmay
exercise its discretion to waive a rule where the particular facts make strict compliance inconsistent with the public

interest. See Northeast Cellular Telephone Co. v. FCC, 897 F. 2d 1164, 1166 (D.C. Cir. 1990) (Northeast Cellular).

In addition, the Commission may take into of hardship, equity, or more effective
implementation of overall policy on an individual basis. See WAITRadw v. FCC,418 F.2d 1153, 1159 (D.C. Cir.
1969); Northeast Cellular, 897 F.2d at 1166. Waiver of the Ci ission’s rules is 1ate only if both (1)

] = n ] special circumstances warmant a deviation from the general rule, and (i1) such deviation will serve the public
interest. See id. Given the tight transition time frames, we do not anticipate granting a waiver of this deadline to
stations, other than those in the “unable to construct” category, absent a showing that the licensee was unable to
meet the filling deadline due to rare and exceptional circumstances.

*? Incentive Auction R&0, 29 FCC Red at 6791, para. 546.

3 As the C 1551 lained 1 y,theﬁctd:ztastahonmtmdstoﬁleforannhematechannglor
expanded facility does notcunsﬁtute “good cause” for a waiver of the filing deadline. Id. at 6761 n.1551.

- - -
> Ability for stations to S
“ Id. at 6794 n.1571.
41 See Section IIL. B.; see also Incentive Auction R&O 29 FCC Red at 6794, para. 554; 47 CFR § 73.3700(b)Gv)(A).
A station in the “unable to construct™ category that is granted additional time to file its construction permit

application will also be granted additional time to submit a reimbursement form detailing its estimated relocation
move ear on c anne costs (FCC Form 2100 — Schedule 395). See Section VL The reimbursement form will be due within 30 days of

receiving a construction permit for an alts 1 or ded facilities. See Incentive Auction R&O, 29 FCC

Red at 6823 n.1754.

w




ATC = TV Transmission Facilities

¢ 357 Full Power and Class A stations operate on
owned, managed, & leased sites

¢ 175 towers with at least one Full power/Class ATV

¢ 74 towers with 2+ Full Power/Class ATV

® 65 “Complex” sites (Candelabra, Mountaintop,
Broadband Antenna)

® 29 owned and operated Broadband UHF antenna
systems

® 97 DMAs with towers supporting TV transmission

® Recent information indicates 109+/- towers will be
Impacted

® Focus has been on 84 “Priority” towers




ATC Existing BBA’s

> Designs optimized for a certain channel
range, pattern and power

> Some models have full bandwidth but
with limitations

> 13 of 29 optimized for mid to upper UHF
band (ch 38+)

> Lower UHF channel performance may
be unacceptable

> Fully researching to understand
limitations and present to repack
customers

29 Systems support 72 Stations




New BBA Markets

> Los Angeles

> Dallas
> Boston 1
[ ] ]
> Houston —
> In Development ==
> Tampa =3

> San Francisco

> Oklahoma City

> Miami _

> Orlando o

> Chicago — Under Review
> Philadelphia

> 8 Additional DMAs } Pipeline




Boston BBA Project

Existing ATC BBA
H-Pol, Omni
R/C 1270 AGL

WCVB 20
WBZ 30

WSBK 39
WGBX 43

WGBH 19
H-Pol, Omni

R/C 1215’ AGL

WYDN 47

H-Pol; Directional
R/C 1036’ AGL

FM Main 2
Aux 1
789 AGL

WCVB 20 (A)
H-Pol; Directional
R/C 617" AGL

Needham Heights, Cedar St
1449’ Overall AMSL
Site #282685

Existing configuration

WFXT 31

E-Pol, Cardioid

R/C 1171’ AGL WLVI 41 FM Main 3

H-Pol; Directional Aux 8
R/C 1128’ AGL .

Existing ATC BBA 1253 AGL
H-Pol; Omni
R/C 1215’ AGL WFXT 31 (A)

H-Pol, Cardioid

R/C 1076’ AGL

ﬂ WBPX 32
WMEP 18 ﬂ H-Pol; Directional
R/C 1005’ AGL
H-Pol; Directional
H R/C 990' AGL
o s | WEXz-DC 24
H WBTS-LD 46 Directional
H-Pol, Directional R/C 862" AGL
R/IC 777 AGL
Needham, Cabot St Newton, Chestnut St
1352’ Overall AMSL 1347’ Overall AMSL

Site #5760 Site #1028

.\



Boston BBA Project

NEW MASTER ANTENNA

Clearance
1296’ AGL

1449 AMSL

TX Line: Utilize existing
dual runs of 8-3/16”
Dielectric EHT Digitline

Combiner: Dual Chain
combiner with dynamic Pol ratio
allowing each station to make
independent Pol changes

Power: Utilize existing back-
up power system(s)

Main BBA
E-Pol; Omni

14 Bay top mount
R/C 1268’ AGL
R/C 1421" AMSL

Reflects new
supporting structure

Needham Heights, Cedar St
1449’ Overall AMSL
Site #282685

NEW MASTER ANTENNA

Clearance
1201" AGL
1352" AMSL

Aux BBA:
E-Pol; Omni

14 Bay top mount
R/C 1174’ AGL
R/C 1325’ AMSL

TX Line: New single run of
8-3/16” Dielectric EHT Digitline

Combiner: Single Chain
combiner with ability to add
second combiner module that will
allow dynamic Pol capability in
the future

Power: Provide new House
back-up generator system

Solution:

Build Aux E-Pol BBA on Needham
site and move applicable
broadcasters to new Needham BBA.

Build new Main broadband antenna
system at Needham Heights site.

Operate Main/Aux system at
Needham Heights and Needham
site.

Needham, Cabot St
1352’ Overall AMSL
Site #5760

.\



.| Chesapeake RF Consultants, LLC

Radiofrequency Consulting Cngineers
Digital Television and Radio

ATC Site #282685 Needham Heights
Proposed BBA for Main Operation

ATC Site #5760 Needham
Proposed BBA for Auxiliary and
Extended Interim Operation
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Redacted
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Dallas BBA Project

NEW MASTER ANTENNA

KTVT 1
KSTR 48 KTXA 29 KAZD 39 KFWD 9 KMPX 30
KD 32 2420' R/IC AMSL —
ATC managed tower Omni pattern New ATC BBA
CBS lease 10/1/18 KDFI 36 E-Pol
Richland decom 11/18 Omni pattern
KE 14 J R/C 2356" AMSL
K o (A) KDTN 43
’ KPXD 42 FM 8 Main
2281’ RIC AMSL
Omni pattern KTXD 46 -J— FM 8 Aux
FM 1 Mai
KDTX 45 | | = FM 2 Aux.
KDAF 32(A)
FM 8 Aux
Cedar Hill East Cedar Hill South Cedar Hill West Cowboy

2386’ Overall AMSL

2445’ Overall AMSL

2464’ Overall AMSL

2464’ Overall AMSL

NEW MASTER ANTENNA

KUVN 23
New ATC BBA M2 Main
E-Pol
Wide Cardioid P4 Aux
pattern

R/C 2349' AMSL

Milton
2381’ Overall AMSL




Dallas BBA Project

ATC Site #282636 Cedar Hill South Candelabra
1000kWY, TFU-30GTH-
NV Stack RS200DC @ 1607ft AGL R/C

AL LER L S X KDAF Main ch 32 Tribune,

G L L ) @ 780KW, TFU-26GTH-RS180 @
1607/t AGL RIC

1604 ft AGL RIC

. KUVN ch 23 Univision
KERA ch 14 N TX Pub Bdest, Not used or hooked up to
a75kwW, TFU-23JSCNVP-R- DTVW1350 line

C170 @ 1539ft AGL RIC
RFS PHP-36C Master UHF

Alan Dick A/CUK40671/1 antenna fed w/ 8" Myat Coax @
Master UHF antenna fed w/ 1473 ft AGL R/C utilizes RFS
135" Myat Elliptical Directional filter combiner wi/ 4

\VWaveguide @ 1476 ft AGL R/ modules

C utilizes Myat + RFS F
Directional filter combiner wi 3 gé(k?/\fh 46 London Bdest,

modules

KDTX ch 45 Trinity, 1000 kY

KPXD ch 42 1ON Media,

1000kW I
KDTN ch 43 Word of God, 1000

KDFI ch 36 FOX, 1000 kW KW

Dielectric TAC-6F MB Master EV?’AF Albcch 32, Tnbune, 235
FM antenna fed w/ Dual 6"

Coax@ 1411 ft AGLR/C

utilizes Shively CIBP combiner

w/ 7 modules

KERA Main

Seven Auxiliaries JTS 5/24/2016




Redacted




- | Chesapeake RF Consultants, LLC

Radiofrequency Consulting Cngineers
Digital Television and Radio

)/ |
J
A

/j ,

V4
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Houston BBA Project

NEW MASTER ANTENNA o Cardioid
RFS 16 Bay BBA: ~ KTMD 48 KTBU 42
1960' RIC AMSL  KLTJ 23
Wide Cardioid KETH 24 KU E 41 KXLN 45 K 19 KYAZ 47
KPXB 32
KFTH 36 MW NE W
1919° AMSL 1915 AMSL
Abandoned 8 Bay FM KTXH/KRIV 19/26 (A)
J Master 1770’ R/C AMSL
KZJL 44
KUGB-CD 28 1575" RIC AMSL
1500’ R/IC AMSL
KUVM-CD 34 .
|| i 1035’ C/R AMSL FM 1 Main
- FM 3 Aux
FM
—
FM
|
Missouri City RT Missouri City AT

#282638 — 2049’ AMSL #30285 - 2049°’AMSL I
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ATC Site# 282638

Houston/Missouri City \)?

.| Chesapeake RF Consultants, LLC

Radiofrequency Consulting Cngineers
Digital Television and Radio

ATC Site# 30285
Missouri City
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Los Angeles BBA Project
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Los Angeles BBA Project

> ATC Deer Park Tower Site
(former KCBS-TV analog facility)

> 2,500 feet Northwest of Mt.
Wilson main tower grouping

> Located on ATC owned land

> Preliminary designs for UHF
and VHF BBA's
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Conclusions

> ATC is fully committed to meeting implementation stage
targets

> Complex sites present unigue loading and
Implementation issues

> ATC believes that many of our complex site repack
customers can be best served by new BBA'’s

> BBA use will require coverage waivers

> Waivers with priority status will be needed to
accommodate these customers and build systems before

Implementation stage




